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c. Reduction of Road  

Crashes 

 The PSO continued 

its supervision over the op-

erations of the Isabela Spe-

cial Motorcycle Action and 

Response Team (iSMART) 

in an effort to further re-

duce the number of road 

crashes. All efforts were 

rewarded with a lower num-

ber of road crashes. 785 in 

2020 down from 1,226 in 

2019. The trend has been 

downward since the PSO 

initiated the creation of 

iSMART: 

  

 

 2020 was a busy 

year for the Public Safety 

Office. Events involving pub-

lic safety came one after 

another. Two events some-

times overlap. 

a. African Swine Fever 

 It was the peak of 

the African Swine Fever situ-

ation. PSO personnel had to 

continue cooperating with 

the Provincial Veterinary 

Office, the Provincial Agricul-

turist's Office, and the Isa-

bela Police Provincial Office 

in manning control points at 

gateways to the Province. 

The PSO was instrumental in 

the apprehension and dis-

posal of hundreds of kilo-

grams of "hot" pork and pork 

products. 

b. 2020 Bambanti Festival 

 The annual celebra-

tion does not only mean fes-

tivities but safety and order 

issues as well. Before the 

handling of safety and order 

during Bambanti Festivals 

was assigned to the PSO, it 

took 2 to 3 hours for a vehi-

cle to get out of the festival 

grounds during mass 

egress. After studying the 

driving, parking, and move-

ment idiosyncrasies of festi-

val attendees, the PSO has 

developed a system that 

has eliminated issues that 

cause congestion in vehicu-

lar and pedestrian traffic. 

Now it takes no more than 

15 minutes to get from a 

parking slot to the highway 

even if vehicles and pedes-

trians exit en masse.    

 As the department 

traditionally in charge of 

parking, traffic, security, 

and crowd control, the PSO 

either headed or attended 

coordinating meetings for 

the 2020 Bambanti Festi-

val. Venues are checked by 

a bomb squad for the pres-

ence of explosives. It is 

made sure that all vehicles 

are parked where and how 

they should be properly 

parked. Those who enter 

festival grounds are 

screened. Weapons and 

potential weapons are col-

lected at the gates. Ar-

rangements are in place to 

allow safe and orderly 

mass exit. 

 The 2020 celebra-

tions were enjoyable for 

guests because parking, 

traffic, security, and crowd 

control were generally in 

order. 
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COVID-19  
 

is a disease caused by a 

new strain of coronavirus. 

'CO' stands for corona, 'VI' 

for virus, and 'D' for dis-

ease. Formerly, this dis-

ease was referred to as 

'2019 novel coronavirus' or 

'2019-nCoV.'  
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 THE PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE 

 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE 

YEAR 

 THE COVID-19 FLYER 

 ISABELA EMERGENCY               

HOTLINES 

 AFRICAN SWINE FEVER 

 MONTHLY ACCOMPLISHMENT 

REPORT  

 iSMART  RIDERS MONTHLY    

ACCOMPLISHMENT REPORT 

 ACTION PICTURES 

African swine fever virus is a 

large, double-stranded DNA 

virus in the Asfarviridae fam-

ily. It is the causative agent 

of African swine fever. The 

virus causes a hemorrhagic 

fever with high mortality 

rates in domestic pigs; some 

isolates can cause death of 

animals as quickly as a 

week after infection.   



 

 

 785 road crashes is still 

785 to many, thus reduction of 

the number of road crashes is a 

continuing task and the PSO is 

constantly thinking of ways to 

prevent road crashes. 

d. COVID-19 

 As soon as it was pub-

lished that there is mysterious 

virus causing deaths in Wuhan, 

China, the PSO monitored its de-

velopment and collected data 

that may be useful should the 

virus (later on called the novel 

coronavirus then COVID-19) pose 

a threat to Isabeleños. By March, 

the virus had been detected in 

Region III, thus the PSO recom-

mended that a task force be cre-

ated to address issues related to 

the novel corona virus and the 

deadly disease it causes. At the 

first meeting of the Task Force, 

the PSO presented a flyer entitled 

"MGA DAPAT MALAMAN TUNGKOL 

SA NOVEL CORONAVIRUS ACUTE 

RESPIRATORY DISEASE". It was 

endorsed by the Task Force as 

the official COVID-19 IEC material 

of the Provincial Government. The 

PSO printed and distributed at 

least 30,000 copies of the flyer. A 

soft copy of which was also pub-

lished on social media. 

 The PSO had to ask to be 

relieved of its involvement in anti-

ASF operations in order that it 

may focus its efforts on COVID-

19. The iSMART temporarily sus-

pended its road-crash-reduction 

duties to maximize its attention 

on COVID-19. Together the PSO 

and the iSMART monitored the 

compliance of Isabeleños with 

ECQ guidelines. The PSO relented 

only when told to do so when the 

quarantine status of the Province 

was downgraded to MGCQ. 

e. Easing Public Access to Emer-

gency Response 

 Newly installed Assistant 

Public Safety Officer Kim Patrick 

G. Agbayani has not even warmed 

up his seat in September when 

he produced a directory of hot-

lines of all police and fire stations 

and rescue teams in the Province. 

Its simplicity gave the public easy 

communication access to vital 

emergency response outlets. The 

directory was printed and distrib-

uted and an image thereof was 

posted in social media. 

f. Typhoons 

 Several typhoons, includ-

ing "Pepito", "Quinta", "Rolly", 

"Siony", "Tonyo", and "Ulysses", hit 

or affected Isabela in 2020. PSO 

put its personnel and resources 

at the disposal of the PDRRMC 

for monitoring, rescue, and relief 

operations. 

 Like all other PGI depart-

ments, the PSO was most busy 

during the flooding caused by 

Typhoon "Ulysses" in November. 

On November 13, the PSO was 

divided into four (4) teams: Team 

A was tasked to monitor and pro-

vide rescue and relief in the 

poblacion of the City of Ilagan; 

Team B from Barangay Alibagu 

down south to Barangay Rugao 

up north; Team C in the western 

barangays; Team D handled all 

accessible areas from Cauayan 

City. 

 On November 14, Teams 

A, B, and C, headed by the Assis-

tant Public Safety Officer assisted 

in the monitoring, relief, and res-

cue operations of the PGI. The 

PSO then assisted in the prepara-

tions at the PSO-PSWDO Building 

for the visit of Vice President 

Robredo. At night, the PSO collab-

orated with the PDRRMO in wel-

coming and orienting the res-

cue team sent by the munici-

pal government of Ba-

yombong, Nueva Vizcaya to 

augment in the rescue and 

relief operations. 

 On November 15, the 

PSO continued its role in mon-

itoring the effects of the flood-

ing. It also participated in the 

preparations for the visit of 

Senator Marcos. 

G. The Holiday Season 

 Despite the effects of 

COVID-19 and the spate of 

weather disturbances, the 

celebration of Christmas and 

New Year had to proceed. On 

December 10, the PSO recom-

mended a flyer on things to do 

and not to do during the holi-

day season to prevent any 

further COVID-19 transmis-

sion. The features of the flyer 

was incorporated in Executive 

Order No. 42 placing the Prov-

ince under GCQ from Decem-

ber 15 to December 30. 



 

African Swine Fever 

 

 At the onset of 2020, the Public Safety Office (the "PSO", for brevity) continued to perform its 

functions as one of the spearheads of the African Swine Fever Task Force. It strengthened its monitoring 

functions by stretching its meager resources and manpower to assist in the dissemination of vital infor-

mation to concerned sectors and to enforce laws and regulations to mitigate the spread of the dreaded 

livestock disease in the Province. 

 

 With the cooperation of the Provincial Veterinary Office, the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist, 

and the Isabela Police Provincial Office, Two (2) control points were established to block undocumented, 

improperly transported, or tainted swine and pork products: one at the provincial northern gate at San 

Pablo and another at the southern gate at Cordon. 

 

 Swine transporters managed to circumvent the control points by using alternate routes, thus 

four (4) additional control points were established at secondary provincial gates upon the suggestion of 

the PSO. The PSO was relieved from its involvement in ASF operations in March in order to focus on the 

emerging threat of the novel corona virus. 

 

COVID-19 

 

 When the corona virus disease was still lurking at the fringes of the Province and was still begin-

ning to constitute a threat to Isabeleños, the PSO had already produced the first official IEC material on 

COVID-19. At least 30,000 leaflets were printed and distributed and soft copies thereof were posted on 

social media. The administrative supervision of the PSO over the iSMART was utilized to enforce ECQ 

guidelines throughout the Province. The PSO recommended the creation of the Isabela Provincial Task 

Force on COVID-19 and has been consistently a very active member. 

T H E  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  O F F I C E  W O R K I N G  
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 As part of the COVID-19 pre-

vention measures, the Public Safe-

ty Office, in full coordination with 

the Isabela Provincial Task Force 

on COVID-19 agency/members, 

particularly the DILG—Isabela Pro-

vincial Office and the  Isabela Inte-

grated Provincial Health Office, 

produced approximately 30,000 

sheets of COVID-19 Flyers in Filipi-

no for distribution throughout the 

Province. LGUs, various  govern-

ment entities and schools were 

provided hard copies as well as 

soft copies of the same IEC thru 

social media platforms. 

 The PSO assisted in moni-

toring the effects of Typhoon Ulys-

ses in the Province in November 12 

to 15, 2020.  

 On November 13, the team 

was divided into four: (1) Brgy. 

Guinatan, City of Ilagan and the 

rest of barangays in the Poblacion 

Area (main road in Brgy. Guinatan 

going south is not passable); (2) 

Brgy. Osmena and the rest of Ba-

rangays up to Brgy. Rugao (North) 

and Brgy. Alibagu (South) headed 

by the Asst. Provincial Public Safety 

Officer (Maharlika Highway City of 

Ilagan–Gamu boundary not passa-

ble); (3) some western brgys. of the 

I S A B E L A  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  O F F I C E  P A R T I C I P A T E S  O N  T H E  
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City; and a team in (4) Cauay-

an City headed by the Provin-

cial Public Safety Officer 

(Maharlika Highway Tagaran 

not passable).  

 On November 14, the 

Office thru the Asst. Provincial 

Public Safety Officer assisted 

in the monitoring, relief and 

rescue operations of PGI par-

ticularly at Brgy. Anao, 

Cabagan, Isabela. The Office 

then assisted in the prepara-

tions for the visit of the Vice 

President of the Republic of 

the Philippines, Her Excellency 

Maria Leonor “Leni” Robredo 

at the PSO-PSWDO Building.   

 After the preparation, 

APSO joined PDRRMO Rivera  

around 10:30 PM in welcoming 

the rescue team sent by LGU 

Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya to 

augment in the rescue and relief 

operations in the Province. 

 The PSO continued its 

role in the monitoring of the 

flooding; in the preparations  for 

the arrival of the Vice President 

last November 15, 2020; and of 

Senator Imee Marcos last No-

vember 16, 2020. 



 The Office  was  initial-

ly  manned  by  Atty.  Con-

stante  A. Foronda,  Jr. as the 

Department Head,   PBGEN. 

Jimmy  U.  Rivera,  Sr., (Ret.)  

the  former Provincial Director 

of Isabela  Police  Provincial 

Office (IPPO) as Assistant De-

partment Head and Mr. Jose     

Armand  G. Araneta. 

 Seven (7) years  since  

its  creation  on  January  21,  

2014,  Public  Safety  Office  

has  evolved  into  what  it  is  

now.  It initially shared office 

space with the Office  of  the  

Governor,  until  the District 

Office of then 1st District  

Representative Hon. Rodolfo  

“Rodito” T. Albano III 

(Incumbent Governor of Isa-

bela)  was  graciously  offered  

to  be  its  temporary office, 

prior to being transferred to 

the former office  of  the  Pro-

vincial  Cooperatives  Develop-

ment  Office (PCDO) at the 

rear ground floor of the Isa-

bela Provincial Capitol from 

2017 to 2019 before transfer-

ring to its current location at 

2nd floor of the newly con-

structed PSO-PSWDO Build-

ing, Provincial  Capitol 

Grounds, Alibagu, City of Ilag-

an, Isabela on December 

2019.   

  

 The  Isabela Public  

Safety  Office  traces  its  

humble  beginnings   to  Febru-

ary  21,  2012,  when  Ordi-

nance  No. 001  Series  of  

2012,  entitled  “AN  ORDI-

NANCE  CREATING  AND  ES-

TABLISHING  THE  DEPART-

MENT  OF  PUBLIC  SAFETY  IN  

THE  PROVINCIAL  GOVERN-

MENT  OF  ISABELA  AND  

PROVIDING FUNDS  THERE-

FOR”  authored  by Sangguni-

ang Panlalawigan Member  

Hon.  Rolando  L.  Tugade,  

Chairman  of  the  Committee  

on  Public  Security  and  Order,  

was enacted. 

 It  was  later  amended  

by  Ordinance No. 002,  Series  

o f   201 4,   en t i t led  

“ORDINANCE  CREATING  AND  

ESTABLISHING  THE  PUBLIC  

SAFETY  OFFICE  THE  PROVIN-

CIAL  GOVERNMENT  OF  ISA-

BELA  AND  PROVIDING  FUNDS  

THEREFOR”,  authored  by  

Sangguniang Panlalawigan 

Member Hon.  Karen  G.  Abu-

an,  Chairman,  Committee  on  

Laws,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

The functions of the Office: 

(a)   To enforce provisions of 

Ordinance No. 0002-2001 oth-

erwise known as the Provincial 

Administrative Code, particular-

ly Chapter IV, Provincial Gov-

ernment Services: Article 1 – 

Peace, Order, and Security; Arti-

cle 2 – Public Order; Article 3 – 

Safety on Public Roads; and Arti-

cle 4 – Safety on Fire Hazards; 

(b)  To  enforce  provisions  

of  Presidential  Decree No. 

1566 governing  the  creation  

of  Provincial Disaster Coordinat-

ing Council in the Province  of  

Isabela  now  called  the Provin-

cial Disaster Risk Reduction  

and Management Council 

(PDRRMC) under  R.A.  10121; 

(c)  To  enforce  all  other  

laws and ordinances relative to 

the protection of lives and prop-

erties, and those pertaining but 

not limited to the maintenance 

of public safety, peace and or-

der especially during mad-made 

or natural calamities, and the 

promotion  of  general  welfare; 

 (d)  To  ensure  and  provide  

quick  response  and  coordina-

tive  efforts for  any  call  or  

need  of  the public for police, 

fire marshals, rescue  or  medi-

cal  assistance; 

(e)   Exercise  the  duty  to  

make  citizen’s  arrest  pursuant  

to  the Rules  of  Court;  and 

(f)   Perform  such  other du-

ties and  functions  as  may  be  

provided  by  law  or  ordinance.  

(Section 5,  Ordinance  No.  01-

2014) 

T H E  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  O F F I C E   
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THE PSO SHIELD 

  The PSO Shield was designed to formally establish the 

identity and purpose of the Public Safety Office which was created 

by virtue of Sangguniang Panlalawigan Ordinance No. 002 series of 

2014 on January 21, 2014. 

 

 

THE SHIELD  The shield signifies protection from danger, risk, 

or any unpleasant experience.  

Black Color of the Shield   Signifies power, unity and 

strength. 

Map of Isabela   The Map is in green color indicating the 

province’s status as one of the top corn and rice producers of the 

country. It is presented with demarcation lines indicating 34 towns 

and 2 component cities which makes it the 2nd largest province of 

the Philippines. It was initially called Isabela de Luzon to differenti-

ate from other places within the Country bearing the name of Isa-

bela. The province was named after Queen Isabela II of Spain. 

The Official Seal   The Official Seal of Isabela is super im-

posed on top of the Malta Cross and Star of Life to signify the 

province’s readiness to respond in all types of emergencies. 

 

The Maltese Cross Symbolizes the good traits of a safety officer as being observant, tactful, resourceful, 

dexterous, explicit, discriminating, perseverant and sympathetic. 

Star of Life is a blue, six-pointed star, outlined with a white border which features the rod of 

Asclepius in the center. Traditionally, the logo was used as a stamp of authentication 

or certification for ambulances, paramedics or other EMS personnel. Internationally, 

it represents emergency medical services units and personnel. 

The Four Connected Hands  is a symbol of togetherness and participation. It signifies the unity of various units 

within the government working hand in hand to ensure the safety and well-being of 

its residents. 

The People A group of 36 persons, representing the 34 towns and 2 component cities of the 

Province of Isabela linking together, to provide a full and unified front against all ad-

versities and elements that may compromise the safety and well-being of its resi-

dents. 



ordinance (Ordinance No. 08-

2011) prohibited the "Dispensing 

Intoxicating Beverages and the 

Likes (sic) Through Sale, Purchase 

or Gift Immediately Before, During, 

and After a Tropical Storm 

(Typhoon) Surge". 

 The PSO deemed that 08-

2011 needed improvement, thus 

on March 7, 2016, a letter was 

sent to the Sangguniang Panlala-

wigan suggesting that said ordi-

nance be amended in order that 

the following features may be intro-

duced: 

 a. that consumption of 

liquor be included as a prohibited 

 Although the Public Safe-

ty Office reacts to safety and/or 

order events that require to be 

addressed immediately with the 

coordination with police, fire 

fighters, rescue medical and so-

cial welfare groups, it prides itself 

in taking in a proactive approach 

that focuses on providing solu-

tions to problems before they 

even arise. This is done through 

recommendations by Public Safe-

ty Officer Atty. Constante A. 

Foronda, Jr. to the proper agen-

cies on matters pertaining to the 

personal safety and security of 

Isabeleños in times of calamities 

and disasters, crime prevention, 

terrorism and other forms of se-

curity threats that encompass 

public safety and order.  

 In fact, the Office have 

issued several suggestions and 

recommendations which was 

later mirrored by the National 

Inter-Agency Task Force. To sum-

marize, this Office made the fol-

lowing recommendations in 

2020: 

February 7: The creation of a 

task force in preparation for the 

novel coronavirus acute respira-

tory disease 

 Long before the first 

case of COVID-19 was recorded 

in Isabela, the PSO had recom-

mended the immediate creation of 

a task force to address the emerg-

ing pandemic, thus the Isabela 

Provincial Task Force on COVID-

19 . 

 The PSO also did the nec-

essary research and produced a 

leaflet that featured everything 

that Isabeleños needed to know 

about COVID-19. The leaflet be-

came the first official information, 

education, and communication 

material of the Provincial Govern-

ment on COVID-19. 

May 11: The amendment of the 

Liquor Ban Ordinance 

 The original liquor ban 

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  O F F I C E  
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act; 

 b. that liquor ban be imposed 

over any portion of the Province over 

which a public storm warning signal 

has been hoisted; 

 c. that a liquor ban be im-

posed during an actual or impending 

flooding; 

 d. that a liquor ban be im-

posed during the 24 hours following an 

earthquake felt in the Province at in-

tensity 6 or higher; 

 e. that a liquor ban be im-

posed in the coastal towns 24 hours 

before a tsunami is to strike until 72 

hours after the tsunami shall have 

struck or until the tsunami warning 

shall have been lifted; and 

 f. that a liquor ban be imposed 

when the Provincial Governor deems it 

necessary; 

 g. to prohibit those with blood 

alcohol level of 0.08% or higher or fails 

a field sobriety test to be outdoors. 

 On August 23, 2019, after the 

new Sanggunian Panlalawigan took 

office, the PSO reiterated the above-

mentioned March 7, 2016 suggestion. 

 On April 28, 2020 the Sanggu-

niang Panlalawigan enacted Ordinance 

No. 2020-13-1 and on May 11, 2020 

enacted the amendatory Ordinance 

No. 2020-15-4. Both ordinances in-

cluded the liquor ban features suggest-

ed by PSO.  

July 8: The recommendations on the 

decontamination of used face masks 

 Due to cost and availability 

issues at that time, the PSO conducted 

the necessary research to suggest 

ways to decontaminate used face 

masks without affecting their filtering 

characteristics: the dry boiling method 

and the hair dryer method. 

August 12: The recommendations on 

the safety of evacuation centers  

 As the typhoon season was 

then approaching, the PSO recom-

mended that the capacities of evacua-

tion centers be evaluated to determine 

if they will allow social distancing 

among evacuees. The purchase and 

installation of temporary tent-like 

modular cubicles that will isolate 

evacuee families from one another. It 

must be noted that said recommen-

dation came before the National Dis-

aster Risk Reduction and Manage-

ment Council suggested it. 

September 10: The recommended 

regulation of activities in public and 

private cemeteries and memorial 

parks during undas. 

 In the event that the Inter-

Agency Task Force on Emerging Infec-

tious Diseases (the "IATF") fails to 

issue guidelines on “undas” activities, 

the PSO recommended rules to pre-

vent COVID-19 transmission during 

the conduct of traditional activities 

during All Saints’ Day. 

October 1: The recommendation to 

conduct a capability survey on all res-

cue groups in the Province 

 With the preparation for pub-

lication of a directory of the hotline 

numbers of all rescue groups in the 

Province, it was recommended that 

an inventory of all assets, competen-

cies, and limitations of such stations 

be conducted to ensure proper en-

dorsement by the PDRRMO in emer-

gency situations. 

October 2: The recommended imple-

mentation of Oplan “Bagong Mukha”  

 The PSO re-introduced the 

terms of its anti-criminality plan 

called Oplan "Bagong Mukha" in order 

that people suddenly appearing in 

communities may be screened 

against COVID-19 infection to prevent 

transmission. 

November 19: The recommendation 

on measures to apply before approv-

ing the request of Victory Liner to re-

sume its Isabela operations 

 T h e  P S O  s u g g e s t e d 

measures to be in place before the 

request of bus companies to resume 

Isabela operations be acted upon. It 

included a suggestion for the use of 

the saliva test for COVID-19 infection 

long before the Philippine Red 

Cross proposed its considera-

tion. 

December 10: The recommenda-

tion for the publication of a 

COVID-19 holiday leaflet 

 The production and pub-

lication of a leaflet on the dos 

and don’ts in order to curb the 

spread of COVID-19 during the 

holiday season. 

 

 

   “It is in the fore-

going recommenda-

tions where the Office 

prides itself in strate-

gic foresight in antici-

pating likelihoods. It is 

through such suggest-

ed solutions that the 

PSO provides inputs 

in making better and 

more    informed deci-

sions about the future 

during the  present 

time.”  

 



THE COVID-19 FLYER 



THE COVID-19 FLYER 



ISABELA EMERGENCY HOTLINES 

 To  ensure  and  provide  quick  response  and  coordinative   

efforts for  any  call  or  need  of  the public for police, fire marshals, 

rescue  or  medical  assistance. 
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2ND FLOOR, PSO-PSWDO BUILDING,       

PROVINCIAL CAPITOL GROUNDS,               

ALIBAGU, CITY OF ILAGAN, ISABELA 

Phone: (078) 323-1132 

Hotline Numbers  

Office Concerns: 0917 817 0669 

Public Safety Concerns: 

 Smart - 0928 766 4123 

 Globe - 0995 075 1567 

E-mail: 

Isabela_publicsafetyoffice@yahoo.com 

 

P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  O F F I C E  

    VISION 

  

 The Provincial Public Safety Office 

is committed to the vision of a civilized 

society that has the characteristics of 

law and order; where its existence is fun-

damentally anchored on the efficiency of 

government, to maintain and enhance 

the public safety and order, provide com-

fort and their well-being are protected 

and at the same time enlist their active 

participation in nation building. 

 

 

      MISSION 

  

 The Provincial Public Safety Office shall 

strive to improve the delivery of Public Safety Ser-

vices through coordinative efforts for any call or 

need of the public for police, fire marshals, rescue 

and medical assistance. To help provide the basic 

welfare, protect human rights, preserve and protect 

the environment, provide training and education 

and community awareness programs on matters 

pertaining to the personal safety and security of its 

inhabitants in times of calamities and disasters, 

crime prevention, terrorism and other forms of se-

curity threats that encompass public safety and or-

der. 

PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICE 
Provincial Government of Isabela 

https://www.facebook.com/Isabela Pso 

Isabela_publicsafetyoffice@yahoo.com 

https://fb.me/PSOISABELA 

https://m.me/PSOISABELA   


