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Commanding Officer, 202" Community Defense Center, ARESCOM
Provincial Director, Philippine Information Agency

District Engineer, 5™ District Engineering Office, DPWH

District Engineer, 6 District Engineering Office, DPWH

Head, Isabela Management Office, National Irrigation Administration
President, Isabela Press Corps

Station Manager, DWDY

Business Sector, Isabela

Filipino-Chinese Chamber of Commerce — Isabela

President, League of Municipalities Isabela Chapter

President, Liga ng mga Barangay Isabela Chapter

President, Philippine Councilors League Isabela Chapter

Provincial Federation President, Sangguniang Kabataan

Women Sector Representative, Sangguniang Panlalawigan

Chairman, Committee on Disaster Management, Sangguniang Panlalawigan
Schools Division Superintendent, Department of Education -Cauayan City
Schools Division Superintendent, Department of Education -City of llagan
President, Isabela Green Ladies Organization (IGLO)

President, Rotary Club of llagan

President, Isabela Pro Riders Club, Inc.

President, Philippine Chamber of Commerce-Southern Isabela Chapter
Social Media Representative

President, Isabela Rescuers Federation

I. PRELIMINARIES
There was a short prayer, and then the Philippine National Anthem was sung.

Il. CALL TO ORDER

Council Co-Action Officer Atty. Constante A. Foronda Jr. acted as chairman of the
meeting and called the same to order at 10:03 o’clock in the morning.

I1l. ROLL CALL AND CERTIFICATION ON THE EXISTENCE OF A QUORUM

Ms. Melody Eve T. Ballesteros, who was requested to act as Council Secretary,
called the roll. With 37 or majority of the 64 Council members under Executive Order No.
29-A Series of 2022, the acting Council Secretary certified the existence of a quorum for
the valid transaction of business.

IV. ORDER OF BUSINESS
1. Reading and Adoption of the Previous Minutes

All members were furnished with copies of the minutes of the proceedings during
the 3 Quarter Regular Meeting of the Council for 2023 weeks prior, thus it was moved
that its reading be dispensed with. A motion to adopt said minutes ensued. It was
seconded. With no objections to the motion, the minutes of the proceedings during the
3rd Quarter Regular Meeting of the Council for 2023 were adopted.
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2. Weather Update

PAGASA-DOST Chief Meteorologist and Council member Ramil Tuppil reported on
the weather outlook for the period covering December 2023 to May 2024. He discussed
the effects of the Northeast Monsoon on Northern Luzon as of December 14, 2023. He
mentioned that a Low Pressure Area (LPA) last located outside the Philippine Area of
Responsibility 1,865 kms. east of Southeastern Mindanao is being monitored by his Office.

Mr. Tuppil then reminded the Council about the prevailing El Nifio status. He
explained that a strong El Nifio is present in the tropical Pacific and it is showing signs of
further intensification in the coming months as sea surface temperature anomalies reach
more than 1.5°C.

As regards the forecasted rainfall condition in the Cagayan Valley Region, Mr.
Tuppil said that the Cagayan Valley will likely experience below normal to way below
normal rainfall conditions during the forecast period, except in Batanes where near
normal conditions are expected in December, March, and May. Additionally, Cagayan is
forecast to have near normal conditions in May. The temperature expected throughout
the country during the forecast period will be below average to warmer than average
surface air temperatures. Cold temperature surges are expected to occur during the
Northeast Monsoon season.

Two to five tropical cyclones are expected to enter or develop in the Philippine
Area of Responsibility during the period from December 2023 to May 2024. Lastly, Mr.
Tuppil talked about the Meteorological Dry Spell or Drought Outlook. He stated that a
possible drought may be expected from February 2024 to May 2024.

After the weather presentation, the Chair asked the resource speaker which year
was it when Isabela had the worst El Nifio. Mr. Tuppil answered that the years 1997, 1998,
2009, and 2010 were the worst in Isabela. However, he cannot make an estimate on how
severe the effects of the impending El Nifio will be compared to said years.

3. Magat Dam Update

Mr. Richard A. Dagdag, the representative of the Department Manager of NIA-
MARIIS, updated the Council on the status of the Magat Dam. He reported that as of
midnight of December 13, 2023, the reservoir water elevation was at 185.58 meters
above sea level, with an average inflow of 96.14 cubic meters per second, and with an
average outflow of 169.86 cubic meters per second with no spillway gates open.

Mr. Dagdag assured the Council that, despite the prevailing El Nifio conditions, the
reservoir has enough water for both irrigation and power generation purposes by
controlling its outflow. Mr. Eliseo Rey M. Ingles, the representative of the President of SN
Aboitiz Power Magat, Inc., assured the Council that should El Nifio cause a shortage in the
power generated by the Magat Dam, Isabela can rely on non-hydroelectric power
producers to augment the power supply.
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4. Piper Plane Crash Post-Operations Report

Atty. Constante A. Foronda Jr., in his capacity as the Provincial DRRM Officer,
reported to the Council on the search and rescue (SAR) operations for the RPC-1234 Piper
32-300 Cherokee Six which crashed in a portion of the Sierra Madre within San Mariano,

Isabela.

Atty. Foronda recounted that the Piper piloted by Capt. Levy Abul took off from
Cauayan Airport at 9:35AM on November 30, 2023 on a cargo flight to Palanan Airport.
As there was space for one passenger, Erma Escalante boarded the flight. The Piper was
reported as missing when it failed to land in Palanan when it was expected to no later
than 10:30AM. The Tactical Operations Group 2 (TOG2) of the Philippine Air Force
reported said incident to the Office of the Civil Defense (OCD) Regional Office No. 02.
Afterwards, OCD sought the assistance of Atty. Foronda and other heads of agencies with
SAR capabilities and arranged an emergency virtual meeting in the afternoon of the same
day, and an Incident Management Team (IMT) was formed. It was agreed that the IMT
will meet face-to-face the following day at the headquarters of the TOG2 at Cauayan
Airport which was chosen as the command center.

The IMT was activated, and Atty. Foronda was chosen to be the Incident
Commander. With the aid of flightradar24, a phone application used by Atty. Foronda to
track flights, the Piper appeared to have stopped at a certain point in the mountains of
the Sierra Madre. However, it appeared that when the Piper appeared to have stopped,
it still had speed and climb rate and, therefore, it was still airborne. That meant that the
point where the Piper appeared to have stopped is not the crash site. The Piper simply
went outside flightradar24 coverage. At least such point will be the basis of the search
area.

TOG2 caused a Sokol SAR helicopter to be sent in to help in the search and rescue.
Meanwhile, 32 ground searchers of the PNP Mobile Force Company were deployed to
reach the search area from the west, while 44 ground searchers from MDRRMO Palanan,
Bureau of Fire Protection, PNP-Palanan, and indigenous people were deployed from the
east. Due to the cloudy weather, the Sokol could not fly low enough for its crew to see
the search area below. The weather improved on December 5, 2023 allowing a Robinson
R44 helicopter to join the Sokol in the aerial search. Within 30 minutes from taking off,
the R44 pilot found the wreckage among trees near the top of an almost-vertical
mountain slope. The fuselage appeared intact, thus increasing the chances of survival. All
the deployed searchers and rescuers were then instructed to proceed to the crash site.

Due to its location, the plane wreckage could not be immediately reached by
helicopters. They could not even get close enough to determine the condition of the pilot
and/or the passenger. The best that could be done on December 6, 2023 was to drop a
team of 4 PDRRMO, 2 PAF, and 5 BFP rescuers by Sokol helicopter at a landing zone about
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5 kms down the crash site and they will go on foot for the rest of the way. Due to the
terrain, said rescuers only managed to cover 2 kms before sunset that day.

On December 7, 2023, the Sokol found a site near the wreckage where rescuers
could rappel down to. It picked up 2 PDRRMO and 3 PAF rescuers and flew them to it.
Said rescuers reached the wreckage and found the pilot who appeared to have died upon
impact. A makeshift shelter, an improvised sleeping surface, and several snack food
wrappers indicated that the passenger survived the crash. However, she was nowhere
near the crash site when the rescuers got there. The logical assumption is that she walked
down the slope to seek help. The body of the pilot and the rescue (converted to a
retrieval) team were flown out of the crash site to the TOG2 headquarters. The remains
of the pilot were turned over to the widow.

Since the missing passenger could have gone towards any direction in the thickly
forested area, it would take weeks for human ground and aerial searchers to find her.
Since time is of the essence, the fastest available way to find her was by a scent-tracking
K9 team. The AK9 Mandog Society team was fetched from Sto. Tomas, Batangas. On
December 9, 2023, a second set of rescuers consisting of 2 scent-tracking dogs and their
4 handlers, 6 BEP rescuers, and 1 PDRRMO radioman/rescuer were flown from the TOG2
headquarters to be dropped near the wreckage. The tracker dogs got stressed from the
helicopter flight and could not immediately perform optimally. The trackers were
constrained to wait for the next morning before starting to work. Within 2 hours of scent-
tracking in the morning of December 10, 2023, “Wheel”, a dog of the Beagle breed, led
the rescuers to the passenger. Sadly, she was found lifeless. It appeared that the
passenger fell off a 15-foot cliff and landed head-first on boulders at the bottom. The
body of passenger Erma Escalante was flown to the TOG2 headquarters in the afternoon.
At 5:00PM the IMT operations were terminated.

By December 11, 2023, the remains of Capt. Levy Abul had been cremated and
flown to Quezon City, and those of Erma Escalante had been embalmed, put in a casket,
flown to Palanan, and then driven to her relatives in southern Divilacan.

5. Approval of the 2024 LDRRM Fund Investment Plan

Atty. Constante A. Foronda Jr., in his capacity as the Provincial DRRM Officer, presented
for proper Council action the #248,225,782.00 Local Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Fund Investment Plan (LDRRMFIP) for 2024. A mandatory 30% of it or
$£74,467,734.60 is the Quick Response Fund (QRF) and 70% of it or #173,758,047.40 shall
be for Prevention and Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, Rehabilitation and Recovery
(PMPRRR).

He proposed that the allocation thereof to be as follows:

I. 30% QRF # 74,467,734.60

Il. 70% PMPRRR
A. Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses # 72,258,047.40
B. Capital Outlay
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6 units rescue vehicle (ambulance)

Flood mitigation

2 units scent-tracking dogs with training

Disaster alert rescue and traffic
management system

Satellite phones

Other rescue equipment

# 21,000,000.00
# 30,000,000.00
# 1,500,000.00

£ 30,000,000.00
# 500,000.00
# 5,500,000.00

$173,758,047.40
$248,225,782.00

Upon motion duly made, seconded, and without any objection, the Council passed

this resolution:

“RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, to approve the 2024 LDRRMF Investment
Plan in the amount of Two Hundred Forty-Eight Million Two Hundred Twenty-Five
Thousand Seven Hundred Eighty-Two Pesos (#248,225,782.00) to be allocated as

follows:
1. 30% QRF

Il. 70% PMPRRR

A. Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses

B. Capital Outlay
6 units rescue vehicle (ambulance)
Flood mitigation
2 units scent-tracking dogs with training
Disaster alert rescue and traffic

management system

Satellite phones
Other rescue equipment

$ 72,258,047.40

# 21,000,000.00
# 30,000,000.00
# 1,500,000.00

# 30,000,000.00
# 500,000.00
#_5.500,000.00

P 74,467,734.60

£173,758,047.40

$248,225,782.00"

5. Reprogramming of unused funds in the 2023 LDRRM Fund Investment Plan

For efficient rescue operations, the PDRRM Office intends to pre-position Water
Search and Rescue equipment to flood-prone municipalities in the province. Ten (10)
units of 14-foot rescue boat with trailer and 20-horsepower outboard motor will be

needed in such an undertaking.

In the 2023 LDRRM Investment Plan is an item “2 units baraccuda rescue boat with
trailer” and the amount of #1,400,000.00 is allocated for such item. The title, however, is
not generic and does not specify the size and power of the rescue boat, thus it should be
defunded. Therefore, to implement the above-mentioned rescue strategy, Atty. Foronda
moved to re-program #£7,500,000.00 from the unused portions of items in the 2023
LDRRMFIP to allow the purchase the required equipment. The motion was duly seconded.
When there were no objections, the Council passed this resolution:

“RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED, to re-program the amount of
Seven Million Five Hundred Thousand Pesos (#7,500,000.00) from the following

PDRRMO - 009 - F
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302 amounts in the 2023 Local Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Fund
303 Investment Plan for the purchase of ten (10) units rescue boat:
304
305 Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses
306 Summits, trainings, writeshops, or workshops £1,000,000.00
307 Medicines (for PDRRMO / DART Rescue 831) £ 500,000.00
308 Medical Equipment (Oxygen tank and Refill) # 500,000.00
309 Medical Dental and Laboratory Supplies # 485,000.00
310 Capital Outlay
311 2 units battery operated jaws of life # 100,000.00
312 2 sets CPR mannequin (heavy duty) # 240,000.00
313 5 units multipurpose hauling device # 250,000.00
314 3 units static kermentle 6mm rope (100 meters) £ 300,000.00
315 3 units tubular water 12mm rope (100 meters) # 250,000.00
316 3 units tubular web 1” (50 meters) £ 500,000.00
317 3 units tubular web 2” (50 meters) £ 600,000.00
318 5 units pick-up strap # 125,000.00
319 5 units traverse advantage plastic litter (guick release) # 750,000.00
320 2 units fire rescue saw £ 300,000.00
321 2 units 8.5kva generator (gasoline) # 200,000.00
322 2 units baraccuda rescue boat with trailer £1,400,000.00
323 TOTAL £7,500,000.00
324 for the purchase 10 units rescue boat 14 feet with trailer and 20-horsepower
325 outboard motor.
326
327 VI. ADJOURNMENT
328 Upon a motion duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 11:46am.
329
330 CERTIFIED CORRECT:
331 % <
332 MELODY EVET. LESTEROS
333 Acting Secretary of the Meeting
334

PDRRM Officer L€6-Action Officer/
340 Chairman of the Meeting
341
342
343 APPROVED:
344
345
346 HON. RODOLFO T. ALBANO lli
347 Governor
348 Council Chairman
349
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